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Sample News Release

[Date]

For immediate release

AMERICAN RED CROSS OPENS SHELTER, PROVIDES RELIEF FOR APARTMENT FIRE VICTIMS

Colorado Springs, CO –  FILLIN  text  \* MERGEFORMAT  The Pikes Peak Chapter of the American Red Cross has opened a shelter for residents whose homes were destroyed or damaged in an early morning apartment fire [date] in [place].

Twenty-six people were displaced by the four-alarm blaze, which occurred at the [name]

Apartments just after 3 a.m. More than [#} Red Cross disaster workers responded to the

fire and are continuing to provide relief for the families who have been affected.

The shelter is located at the [place, address, city]. Seven people have been transported

from the apartment complex to the shelter, and many others have chosen to stay with

family and friends. The shelter will remain open until the families can be relocated.

Damage assessment teams from the Red Cross determined that seven of the apartment’s

12 units were affected by the fire, with three being completely destroyed. Red Cross

family service workers are meeting with the families affected by the fire to assess their

losses and service their immediate needs.

As with all types of disasters, the Red Cross is working to help those affected with

disaster-caused needs on a case-by-case basis. Red Cross assistance may include basic

food and clothing, emergency shelter , emotional support and referrals to other resources

for the victims.

Persons with disaster-caused needs are encouraged to call the Red Cross at 719-632-3563 to talk about assistance that might be available.

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please contact the Pikes Peak Chapter at 719-632-3563 or visit www.pparc.org.
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